Welcome to the 2025-26

Shropshire Music Trust season

| am delighted to be sharing plans for Shropshire Music Trust's new
season, having recently taken over as Chair of the Trust. It is a privilege
to be following in the giant footsteps of David Waterhouse, our
previous Chair, in order to continue to build on the inspirational work
of Kate Hogwood, who established the Trust in 1983 together with
the inaugural Trustees. Our purpose is to bring the best of classical,
contemporary and world music to communities in Shropshire,

and to encourage audiences to share in the joy of high-quality live
performances.

As a musician, retired GP, and strategic health and care leader, | am as
you will understand excited to be in this new role. It is wonderful to be
working with our Artistic Director, John Moore, alongside our dynamic
team of Trustees, helpers and supporters, to bring this programme to
audiences across Shropshire.

| also chair the National Centre for Creative Health's Health and Care
Champions’ Network. Creative Health is defined as creative approaches

and activities which have benefits for the public’s health and wellbeing.

Shropshire Music Trust is contributing significantly to enabling Creative
Health in the county; my ambition is for us to reach wider, more diverse
audiences through our concert programme. In addition, we aim to
continue to build on our Qutreach activities in educational, health and
care settings.

So please enjoy perusing this programme and book your tickets! | look
forward to seeing you at the concerts.

Jane Povey, Chair

Our Outreach Programme

As part of our mission to bring a diverse range of high-quality live
music to people across the country, we are growing a programme of
workshops and concerts reaching into schools, care homes, hospitals
and community settings. Recognising the benefits of our musical offers

for the health and wellbeing of audiences, including through life-long
learning, we are keen to reach more people who might have difficulties
accessing our concerts. If you are interested in helping with this
programme, including through hosting an event or helping us fund and
deliver it, please contact our Chair: janepovey@live.co.uk

Tickets are available from TicketSource,
either online or by phone.

Online:
Visit www.ticketsource.co.ul/smt and you will be sent directly to the
website, which has a list of SMT events and ticket prices.

Tickets can be sent by email for you to print out or directly to your
smartphone. Tickets can be posted, but they must be ordered at least
three working days in advance of the performance.

By Phone:

(all 0333 666 3366 for the TicketSource box office. Open 9am to
5pm Monday to Saturday. Closed on Sundays, but there is a callback
facility. Again, please allow three working days for postal delivery.

On the Door:
There will be tickets for sale on the door if they are available.
Payment by cash or card.

Discounts — A discount of 10% will be given by TicketSource for bookings
for five to eight events made at the same time. A discount of 15% will be
given for bookings of nine concerts or more. Children and students receive
half-price tickets. Groups of 10 or more are eligible for a 10% discount.

Concerts featuring classical music rarely cover their costs — we receive
no public funding and we rely on support from you to be able to
continue. Please help us by becoming a Patron or Friend of SMT! There
are full details of how to do this on our website, which we keep updated
with detailed information about our activities, photographs of the

artists and news of any changes to our programmes. 3
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news — you can do this by following the mailing list
link on our website:
www.shropshiremusictrust.co.uk

Shropshire Music Trust is a registered charity in England and Wales (no 515026).
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Programme 2025-26

Friday, 19 September 2025
Apollo Saxophone Quartet

Manchester-based Apollo Saxophone Quartet have been at the forefront

of the British contemporary music scene for over 35 years, commissioning

and premiering more than 100 works. Their programme will include many
favourites, among them traditional Bulgarian music and a piece by Django
Bates, as well as black-and-white cartoons from the '30s and "40s accompanied
by Quartet members.

Venue: Barnes Theatre & foyer, Shrewsbury School, at 7.30pm

Tickets: £18/£9

Friday, 10 October 2025
Carducci String Quartet & Roderick Williams

SMT is delighted to welcome back the much-loved Carducci Quartet, this time
in concert with international star baritone/composer Roderick Williams, in a
performance of Schubert’s song cycle Die Schine Miillerin, arranged for string
quartet and baritone by Roderick himself.

The programme will also include Schubert’s String Quartet No. 10 in E-flat
major, Op. 125, No. 1, D. 87 ‘Household

Venue: St Alkmund’s, Shrewsbury, at 7.30pm

Tickets: £22/£11

Friday, 14 November 2025

Meliora Collective

A flexible, young pocket orchestra; Meliora Collective consists of 5 wind and 5 string
players. Founding members Meera Maharaj and Steph Yim dreamt up the group
during the pandemic, since when their versatility and inventiveness have allowed
them to explore intriguing programming spanning a range of styles and repertoire.
Programme: Ravel: Le Tombeau de Couperin M68

Francaix: Dixtuor

Brahms: Serenade No. 1in D major, Op. 11
Venue: United Reformed Church, Shrewsbury, at 7.30pm
Tickets: £18/£9

SMT sponsors events across Shropshire!

The Trust is delighted to be supporting live music in town venues
including the Festival Centre in Market Drayton and St Alkmund’s in

Whitchurch. Performers at these afternoon and evening events will
include pianist Nikita Lukinov playing Grieg, folk trio Granny's Attic, and
the eclectic Symphonic Six from Birmingham.

For details and to book tickets, please visit our website:
www.shropshiremusictrust.co.uk

Thursday, 4 December 2025
Ex Cathedra — Christmas Carols by Candlelight

Ex Cathedra’s annual pre-Christmas concert has become a cornerstone of
Shrewsbury's musical calendar, proffering a feast of seasonal favourites both
traditional and modern, together with a menu of inspiring readings, all served up
by gentle candlelight. Early booking, as always, is essential.

Venue: St Chad's, Shrewsbury, at 7.00pm

Tickets: £25/£12

Sunday, 25 January 2026
Celebrity International Piano Recital -
Polina Osetinskaya

Praised by fellow pianist Gabriela Montero as ‘A Queen, a grand and real artist ... .
so true to herself and her convictions;, Polina Osetinskaya studied at the Moscow
and St Petersburg conservatories. She has recently given a series of triumphant
recitals around Europe, including playing three of Prokofiev’s piano concertos in a
single concert, and is accompanist to the great Soviet-born Israeli violinist Maxim
Vengerov, with whom she will be appearing at London’s Barbican Centre shortly
after her recital in Shrewsbury. Polina’s programme will include works by Mozart,
Schubert and the contemporary Ukrainian composer Leonid Desyatnikov.

Venue: Alington Hall, Shrewsbury School, at 3.00pm

Tickets: £22/£11

Sunday, 22 February 2026
Acoustic Triangle — Tim Garland, saxes & bass darmef
Malcolm Creese, double bass; Gwilym Simcock, piano

Acoustic Triangle is equally at home in the classical and jazz worlds; their work
blurs the perceived boundaries between genres. Their individual careers have
taken them all over the globe; as an ensemble they are known as one of the most
original and respected British groups, always performing without amplification.
They are widely acknowledged for their ground-breaking site-specific works,
particularly in sacred buildings.

Venue: Maidment Building, Shrewsbury School, at 3.00pm

Tickets: £18/£9

Friday, 6 March 2026
Carducci String Quartet

In addition to one of Mozart’s most famous quartets, the Carduccis will focus on
two composers with whom they've become inextricably associated: the Soviet
master Dmitri Shostakovich and the American Minimalist Philip Glass.
Programme: Mozart: String Quartet No.19 in C major, K.465 ‘Dissonant’

Glass: String Quartet No. 3 ‘Mishima’

Shostakovich: String Quartet No. 2 in A major, Op. 68 no. 2

Venue: Maidment Building, Shrewsbury School, at 7.30pm
Tickets: £18/19

Friday, 24 April 2026

Budapest Café Orchestra

Established by award-winning British composer, violinist and teacher Christian
Garrick, the electrifying 4-piece BCO plays gypsy and folk-flavoured music,
including traditional Balkan, Russian, Hungarian and Romanian tunes, with
jazz nuances and following their own unique arrangements, Specialists of

the distilled concerto’, they artfully rework masterpieces by the greats of the
Romantic era.

The Scotsman distilled their appeal this way: ‘Not so much a band name as a
whole genre of its own, Budapest (afé Orchestra embraces an encyclopaedia of
music and mischief.

Venue: Blackburn Theatre, Prestfelde School, Shrewsbury, at 7.30pm
Tickets: £18/£9

Friday, 8 May 2026
Carducci String Quartet & Simon Callaghan

For their final concert of the 2025-26 season, the Carduccis are joined by the
young international star Simon Callaghan, who is Professor of Piano at the
Royal Northern College of Music.

Programme: Shostakovich: Piano Quintet in G minor, Op. 57
Shaw: Entracte

Schumann: Piano Quintet in E-flat major, Op. 44
Venue: St Alkmund's, Shrewsbury, at 7.30pm
Tickets: £18/£9

Friday, 5 June 2026

Ex Cathedra — A European Grand Tour Programme to
celebrate the 300th anniversary of the diarist, author,
composer and celebrated Salopian Dr Charles Burney

(1726-1814)

Charles Burney was one of the most significant musical and literary figures
of the 18th century, a close personal friend of Joseph Haydn and many other
major artistic personalities. Born in Shrewsbury and educated at Shrewsbury
School, this Salopian’s life will be celebrated at various events in 2026.
Venue: St Chad's, Shrewsbury, at 7.30pm

Tickets: £22/£11

Book your tickets at wwwi.ticketsource.co.uk/smt
or call 0333 666 3366 Further derur!s overleaf.
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